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Memorandum for: d DI 

The attached memorandum is our 
response to your query about the possible 
Turkish reaction to a meeting between the 
President and the Armenian Catholicos 
Karekin II. It has been coordinated with 
OGI/IIC/TG . 
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27 May 1983 


MEMORANDUM 


Turkish Reaction to a meeting between the President and Armenian 

Apostolic Archbishop Karekin IT 


1 . T he Turkish-Qoverpment probably would not consider a 
. meeting b etween the President and Archbishop K arekin t.n he 
1 P arTicuTar 1 y significant . Ankara has shown 1 i ttle interes t i n 
p ast meetings between Armenian church TeacTefs' , and ITS offT c i a 1 s , 
not those involving th e. Patriarch of the Armenian "Orthodox 
Church, who lives in Istanbul. W e believe that the Turki sh 
1 e adelrship historically has differentiated between Armenian 
r eligious 1 eade rs have trad i t i on a 1 Iv cond emned an ti - 

T urkish A rmenian te rrorism — and other Armen ian leaders, many o f 
whom have take n ambiguo us posit ion's on th e terrorists' artipoft. 

I The^TurkS "DfOb'ab'lv know that the Archbishop -- who reside s i n 
B eirut -- is a strong advocate of Lebanese unity and" ’ 

i ndependence . Th ey are likel y to asAiime that his meet i n g with 
the Presi dent would focus on these issues. 


I 


) 


2 . T he Turk* al’P, hnwpypr, Iimmiany cpnciMvg nnw ahnnt 


in 


Cypriots are harborin g Armenian terror i sfTTnTR Tle ^th eTs a'nd 
Nicosia neate'dTv < feny the charge . All this suggests a slight 
possibility t hat tH e Turks might mi sconstrue the Presi dentes 

m e e t i nF'wiTh KariF Tri J I ZUi. the llurfcs <ftiriak e tBe v i sit as., i 

affrorTT. they would be unlikely to d o m ore, th a n e x press their 
c once rn through diplomat 1 c chann els. 


than 25 Turkish diplomats in recent years. 




The Armenian question has, moreover, become a ^ 
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